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NEWSLETTER OF THE PUGET SOUND CHAPTER

OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Volumel, Issuel February 2000

President’s Introduction to Our New Chapter

Many of you may be curious about the strange name ufill have representatives from thieeople for Puget

our newsletter— Whulj. It is a Coast Salish word Sound and the Washington Toxics Coalition at the
meaning “the saltwater wenhow.” This is a more fitting meeting to answer your questions about sources of
description for the inland marine waters of the Pacifienvironmental toxins and what you can do about it.

Northwest than the more restrictive terPuget Sound.”
The Puget Sound officially comprises only a small paﬁS many of you already know, the Puget Sound Chapter

: . . of ACS wasreformed in August 1999. | have been a
of the greater inland sea of Washington and Britis
Columba, also known as thealish Sea. The marine ember of ACS for over a detm and attended several

mammals that inhabit our waters can travel Iarg%f the chapter’s general meetings at the Seattle Aquarium

distances and they bring joy to nygmeople regardless of uring the 1990s. However, | was never trutyne in

- : . .the organization. When the Northwest Chapter was
geopolitical boundaries. These same animals are subjéoqgsolvge d a couple years ago, | inquired a fgw times

y from my mild efforts at reformation. When whaling

away. For these reasons and because we feel the te . . .
. : ; : : embers of the Makah tribe killed aagrwhale in May
Whulj best desdbes the habitat toward which we direct 99, my motivation to get a local chapter of ACS

both our fondness and concern, we have chosen it as { rted again was reinvigorated. The resumption of

hame for our newsletter. whaling midht have been the impetus for restarting this
With the broader concept &hulj in mind, | would like  chapter, and it remains an important issue, but it is part
to explain the Puget Sound Chapter's conservatioof a larger conservatiophilosophy on which we will
emphasis. Each chapter of th&merican Cetacean continue to expand.

Society is tasked to choose a conservation issue on whi :
to focus. Our board realizes there are several fitapb ‘f’ﬂere were several reasons why the previous Northwest

concerns regarding marine mammals in the Pacifiﬁhapter of ACS was disseld. One of the reasons was

; D ack of involvement from the members and, as | just
Northwest and these arise from a multiplicity of faCtorS'mentioned, | was one of those noninvolved mesiber

Therefore, we &ve decided to take an ecosysterg%/e are an allolunteer organization so it is difficult to

Concerns dealing wilh speciic cetaceans wilibed a TaKe rapid progress on huge projects, yet we can matke a
g P ifference by taking many small steps with care. Our

focal issues, but we will do our best to educate ourselve '
our members and the public on the *big picture” apter already has several dedicated board members

surroundinghe issue. You can experience an example Cffsee page 3 in this issue @hulj) but we need more

our ecosystem approach to conservation at our neg(glunteers to help with the various committees. | urge

General Meeting on Wednesday, fda 1 (see the u to get involved, even if it is only for an hourteo

: very week (or month). If we all do a little then our
englosed meeting announcement)._Dr. peter Ross .Wﬁhap){er will b(e able to )make a difference in the prote
deliver a talk on the extremely high levels of toxic

chemicas he has found in our resident killer whales. Wé'on of cetaceans and their habitat. i
(Continued on page 2)



2 Y e

#
i " ) -

(President’s Intro... Continued from page 1) talk on the Internet atwwww.TappedintoTheEarth.com. |

look forward to meeting many of you at our next general
In closing, | would like to thank all of you who attendedmeeting @ March 1 or at one of our board meetings on
our first general meeting in October 1999. Makah eldethe second Monday of every month at the Greenwood
Alberta Thompen, was our guest speaker and she gavérary in Seattle. There is much education and coaserv
us a very heartfelt and detailed explanation as to why stien work to be done, but we will have a lot of fun
continues to oppose her triseivhaling activities. You accomplishing it!

can read an account of Alberta’s message to us in the %ﬂe /4

article below. In addition, you can watch a wadef her

Puget Sound Chapter’s First General Meeting sy susan aiter, chapter secretary

Upon being introduced to an audience of about 4paddlers (whalers) are thalg ones in the tribe that give
people at our first General Meeting on October 19, 199%er a hard time. She said she knows who she is and that
Alberta Thompson walketo the front of the room and what she believes in is worthwhile. Alitee also stated

sat down. She then began to tell us of her experiencdsat many people in the tribe agree with her values, but
with the tribal families who support thealah Whale the tribal council and the whaling families have so imuc
hunts. She did not relay her story in a linear fashion ggower that these people are afraid to speak up. They
many of us are accustomed, so to maintain the feel abuld lose their jobs or homes. She said that there are
Alberta’'s presentation, the timeline of her story has nabout 2000 memberof the tribe, and that Alberta and
been "straightened out" for this article. her family are only mistreated by the canoe family and

e - 7 Alberta is a very open and the canoe paddiers.

B sensitive person with a great With the supporfof all of the tribal elders behind her,
deal of integrity and a lot of she related to us, that the Port Angeles newspaper
wisdom and character thrown in. printed her letter regarding her am against the
She related to us, with a smile, whale hunts. Alberta mentioned how one Elder from a
that she has found she has a lotvery prominent family spoke out against whaling and
of power because the Makah brough up all of the same issues that she has been
Y whale hunters have threatenedfighting against. She said “the only reason for the hunt is
her, sent lawyers to threaten her,for money. Traditionsare just the excuse.” She also
ard harassed her and her family. talked about an Elder that supported and worked with
She says that they spend anher until she found out that nothing theyreveloing was
inordinate amount of time and energy in this practice, sbeing taken seriously by outsiders.
she must bgery powerful.

.
Alberta Thompson

Alberta received airline tickets to go to an IWC Meeting
Alberta is 75 years old and she is still fighting for whatn Scotland. There werfour delegates from the tribe
she believes in. She started work against whalingnd four from the US government. Alberta’s group won
activities in 1996. In brief, she stated that the tribe begahe fight there, but Washington D.C. tabldgk issue,
their plan for whaling in 1995 while they negotiatedbecause of lack of information regarding the treaty.
with Norway and Japan for a marine mammalAlberta said the government stated that the homework
processing plant. had not ben done on the issue, and she agreed. She
sserted that “Washington would like to divide the tribe

The first time that she ever met gray whales, they swa h whaling issues so they chreak the tribal treaty.”

right up to the boat.® met a female with its calf, and
with the whale’s insistence, she pet first the calf then thim 1996, Alberta spoke about the whaling issues. She
mother. Alberta said that whehestouched them she felt was just one voice yet the tribe passed a frage

a spiritual communication. While she was telling usordinance on “Crowd Control” to keep her quiet. This
about her experience, it became obvious that thisiah  was done so she couldn’t talk about whaling with tribal
interaction created a bond between the whales amdembers in lage groups. She promptly invited 15
Alberta forever. Alberta was in tears while she wageople to her trailer to talk about whaling issues. Alberta
talking about whattee described as an almost religiousalso stated that the whaling fdynihas the money,
experience. lawyers, and power on their side, and she is just one

. . voice.
The council who rules the Reservation and the canoe€e
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While she was in Baja she was interviewed by CNNpeople being accustomed to hamburger, hotdogs and
and because of her emotional involvement with thehicken, and that traditional dishes have become passé.

whales, she couldn't talk #iout crying. Alberta talked about the whale skeleton being put into

the bay to be elaned for use in artworks, but she didn’t
have any idea what happened to it after that. Alberta
Poke of the needless wasteltd juvenile whale’s life.

In 1998, Alberta was fired from her job for having
people at her house regarding whaling. The trib
counsel claned it was because she was making person
phone calls on company time. These allegations afghe also talked about the Aboriginal tribes in New
emphatically denied by AlbertaShe couldn't reapply  Zealand who, instead of hunting whales, have starte
for a job for a year after that, because of the tribal ruleshale watching tour businesses to improve their way of
(normally six months). Her daughter was fmlcout of living. This practice has greatly improved the living

her own home. Her grandson is mistreated at schoalonditions of thee tribal people. She mentioned that she
Nonetheless, after all of this mistreatment her familys going to petition the Makah tribe for her family to

still suppats her in her efforts. start a whale watching tour bosss. Yet Alberta is

Alberta went to Australia for a conference, and Whileconcerned that one impact of whale watching is that the

she was there, her dog was found dead a mile & whales lose their fear of people, and like theepile

her house; the dog always stayed close to home. Albell%i]ale killed in the initial hunt, they will swim right up

is convinced that her dog was killed because of her an{g er?emhoa;gn\?vh;?g(ﬁétg;}rklgg siE;]beosL;ti;htlrS]éts“Tﬁ esﬁfagf
whaling ativities. At the conference in Australia, ten 9

Elders for the World were selected and she was votetfrllght not be with us for very long, and this way our

one of them. You could seerhglow when she told us fﬁélgrfﬁtﬁ;?ngiﬁ?; ﬁ:gg;??}"” get a chance to see
about this honor. '

Several questions were asked about the whale hunt tr%lgf rtﬁ |sba|'povyerfglhpers<()jﬂ db?]causcleksﬁe has_ |deﬁls
occurred in May 1999. Was thehale meat used in S eldelevgm. € ende herhta Dy s]:[atlrr:glt ak;[
accordance with the rules of the treaty? Alberta said th%ﬂ? Y[\:iobue ;snlt(ljr;]t;e g;ot;s]gn%é Sgim;?]tmgng \:‘variiﬁ/s y
the much of the meat was put in a cold locker, that . o :

power went out for three da;r/)s and the meat spoiled. Sggntmues to support her position even though they have
said that some women in the tribe had dried and smoked <" severely mistreated by the tribe.

some of it fo their own use. She referred to a tribalYou can watchhe video of Alberta's presentation to the
celebration where the whale meat was put out on Ruget Sound Chapter on the Internet by pointing your
platter, but it wasn't properly praped and no one browser tomwv.TappedintoTheEarth.com.

wanted any of it, so it spoiled. She talked about the tribal

We Need Your Active Involvement!

Would you like to become more actively involved in th The Puget Sound Chapter Board
Puget Sound Chapter of ACS? We would love to ha

your help. Our board embers have volunteered tc Officers
chair various committees and now we need volunte PresidentJoe Olsonacs@cetaceanr esearch.com

from the general membership to assist with comemit Vice President Mari Smulteamsmultea@aol.com
activities. Any amount of time you can donate will hel Secretary- Susan Altersusan.alter @pss.boeing.com

to protect marine mammals and is greatly appreciated. Treasurer-Julie AndersorMoore, deca7743@aol .com
There are aumber of ways in which you can help. Thi Chapter Rep- Stephanie Normarwhal edoc@flash.net
Newsdetter committee can use assistance with editin Committee Chairs:

folding, etc. We need help prepay informational Conservation-Erin O’Connell freewhales@hotmail.com
literature and setting up for ouBeneral Meetings. General Meetings Stephanie Farwellfarwell @home.com
There are numerous pressures affecting the mar Education- Elizabeth Petragizabethpetras@hotmail.com
mammalsof Whulj and your input to th€onservation  Membership- Julia Adamsjmka@u.washington.edu

committee can be quite valuable. We need he Newsletter- Bob Wood clwar84@aol.com
developing and disseminating deducational informa-

tion for both children and adults. Finallyjembership |f you can help us, please contact a committee member.
is critical to the success of our organization' so y You can also call 20897-1310 for more information or

always need assistice in recruiting energized members to speak directly with the Chapter President, Joe Olson.
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Southern Resident Community of Killer Whales in Trouble

The population of the Southern Resident Community afon until January 29when Monterey Chapter member,
killer whales (J, K & L Pods) has steadily declined oveNancy Black, saw K & L podgs = seaas B

the past four year§he most recent population count islt is believed that thei s -
now only 83 whales, from a recorded high of 99 in 1995motivation for traeling so far==

In a report to the Committee on the Status of Bnda SOuth was the search for foodE==mmitee
gered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), Puget Soundrhe decline in the Southe =
Chapter member, Dr. Robin Baird, described the manResident population is gettir. K Pod in Haro Strait, WA
possible threats to the orpapulations in Canada. The attention from the US gevnment as well as the
Southern Resident Community, which travels the water€anadian. The National Marine Mammal Laboratory
between British Columbia and Washington Statas of  will hold a workshop on the status of the these whales
particular concern. These whales, along with then the first weekend of April in its Seattle facility.

Northern Residents, contain high levels of toxicTg |earn more about the high levels of toxic chemicals
chemicals and are cfronted with a loss of prey species carried in Pacifi Northwest orcas, join us at ofirst
(e.g. salmon). As a result of Dr. Baird’s report, bothyeneral meeting of 2000 on March 1 at 7:00 pm at
resident populations have been gitea designation of Qdyssey: the Maritime Discovery Cenfeee enclosed
Threatened by COSEWIC. This deSignation is not theﬂyer) Dr. Peter Ross of the Institute of Ocean
same as that used in the U.S. Endangered Species Actsgiences in Sidney, BC will tell us about the PCBs and
Of these two very critical conservation problems, toximther txic chemicals he has discovered in these orcas.

chemicals and loss of prey species, the latter may h : ;
been what motivateld & L pods to venture nearly 1000 ﬁjture General M eetmg Speaker._ .
m Nollman, Interspecies Communication, Inc.

miles south to Monterey Bay. No Resident orcas h ’
ever been documented south of Grays Harbor, Waship | ursday, March 30, 7:30 pm at Odyssey

YES! ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE
PUGET SOUND CHAPTEROF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY!

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIE:
(check one)

Name:

® $500 Patron
Address: ® $250 Contributing
T ® $75 Supporting
City:
y . ® $45 Family
State: Zip: Phone: ( ) ® $35 Active
E-mail: ® $25 Student/Teacher/Senior

Make check payable to ACS and mail to: ACS/Puget Sound Chapter, P.O. Box 17136, Seattle, W83881¢7
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